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[t may be cold outside (and they may have tWo kids and

a dog), but Laylah and Matt still have a home that is the

epitome of welcoming warmth and laid-back quury
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the download
THE OWNERS

Having pivoted into interiors from fashion
(Ralph Lauren), Laylah Holmes founded
Holmes Bespoke in 2017, creating bespoke
handmade rugs and interior accessories.
Laylah lives here with husband, Matt, and
daughters, Savannah, six, and India, three, as
well as their miniature dachshund Benny.
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THE PROPERTY
This double-fronted Victorian house in
leafy west London has a family living
room-cum-playroom, as well as a more
grown-up lounge where Laylah sometimes
meets clients. At the back of the house
there's a kitchen-dining space and WC, while
upstairs there are the two girls bedrooms,
a family bathroom, Laylah's dressing
room and the couple’'s bedroom suite.
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LOUNGE
‘I was inspired by the tones in
the original fire surround tiles

Ceiling in Dead Saimon,
Farrow & Ball. Dandy
sofa, Massproductions
Lovett chairs, Scho Home
Oro rug; Abstract Arc
tapestry; Barcelona
cushions, all Holmes
Bespoke. So'home mirrors.

La Redoute. Lamp, The
Chiswick Lighting Company.
Flooring, Avenue Interiors
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colours in a painting hangth‘ &
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Holmes Bespoke
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i this house, alliscalmand cosy. There's an emphas;
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oft, hazy colours and tactile textures: think curvy bouclé
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(he key to balancingabeautiful home with

| % abusy family
s to create whatshe calls ‘livable luxury’ “The .
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natural and sustainable materials, | wanted the
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| Juxurious, butto also be comfortable and practical for

eryday life. Thatmeansbeingable totidy up quickly and easily?
ence, storage is at the heart of the design, with plenty of
ibinetry close athand whereverit's needed, such as g
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espoke ¢
huge built-in toy cupboard in the family livingroom. Just offthe
Litchen, 2 sood-sized utility-laundry houses ‘all the messy stuff:
o] as big coat cupboa rds. Steppingaway from the open-plan
ch space in this house can be closed off with sleek pocket

o that we car: have friends for dinner and drinks and not

d o
x! ]_1'

ﬂ{#.h _-I-r

asw

{dea,€d

doors, S
disturb the children: or someone can be reading in the lounge

<hilesomeone else )= watchingamovie in the familylivingroom.
Then, when we wan: 10, We can open it up for alovely sense of
flowwith nodoors 1> »pingaround, Laylah explains.

Lavlzh’s livable fuxury concept can also be seen in her
material “hoices. For -xample, she opted forachevron-patterned
floor in a mid-tone ¢ ~gineered oak. ‘It's practical but it doesn't
nake the space feel dark,’she explains. The children’s play space
' front of the bay window, meanwhile, is defined by a circular
bamboo silk rug - her own design. “Ithas a multitude of colours
and shades, so it's very forgiving ofany marks.” As arugdesigner
1h is a champion of what rugs can do tor aspace. “T'hey will

= e

Layl
anchorakey piece of furniture, zone anopen-planareaandmake

1room feel bigger. They're like awork of arton the floor, but they
alsobringcomfort, warmtha nd texture to aroom, she enthuses.
fqually welcoming are her choice of warm colours, with lots
of softwhites and cosseting pinks, used alongside tranquil blues
and greens. In the lounge, inspired by the tiles in the fire
surround. there’s a rich palette of russet, gold and terracotta -
colours that come together in Laylah’s bespoke tapestry, framed

by the chimney breast panelling. Tactile upholstery and a LIVING ROOM

sumptuous rug further go to create awarm retreat onwinterdays ‘Carefully planned bespoke cabinetry Is
the key to conquering all the toys and

and somewhere glamorous to retire to when the couple have other clutter In this space; says Laylah.
riends and family over. “We love to entertain, especially around Cirevlar Glacier rug; Millie cushion.
Christmas and New Year, says Laylah. ‘1t feelslike this house both Holmes Bespoke, Ekenaset
- : e T R armchalr, lkea, Custom joinery, HUX.
slipsreally easily between family lifeanda moresocial space. \lbers biind fabric, Larsen; made by
= X The Boys Who Sew. Pouffe, Made.com.
T | For a similar side table, try Vinterior

holmesbespoke,com
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WC
‘| love the subtle imperfection of

handmade tiles. I've used these in
different colours in all the bathrooms.’

Loom green wall tiles, Stone &
Ceramic Warehouse. Dark Emperador
marble Calla basin and Luxe tap, both
Lusso Stone. Wall in Pink Clay chalk
wash, Craig & Rose. Wall lights, The
Chiswick Lighting Company. Similar
mirror, Graham and Green
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KITCHEN

‘We opted for a light and airy shade,
somewhere between green and blue,
for the cabinets.’ Laylah chose not to
use wall cabinets, instead going for a
simple stone shelf to display art and

objects picked up on her travels.

Kitchen joinery, HUX. Pentabulous

chandelier, Pooky. Hewitt bar stools,

Habitat. Similar worktops, Planet

Marble Jodie runner, Holmes Bespoke
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DINING AREA

| wantad this space to be a
real contrast to the kitchen,
iomewhers darker and more
atmospheric for evening
entertaining,’ says Laylah.
For the bar area, she opted
for a richly patterned black
marble worktop to bring
some drama to the space.

Cabimet handles Corston
TIhl.' oespoke for SIfmilar
try Gubi. Johan dining chairs.

Barker and Stonehouse Odin
chandelier light. Pooky
Ulamonds jute rug,

Holmes Bespoke
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big ticket: home bars

UP YOUR HOLIDAYS HOSTING GAME AND
STAYING IN WITH YOUR VERY O

Whether it’s an all-singing, all-dancing wet bar complete with a
stocked mini fridge, or a humble bar cart styled with your
favourite glassware, turning an unloved corner into a dedicated
zone for entertaining feels decadent, glamorous and perfect for
the festive season. If you're looking to bring the feel of your

favourite cocktail bar to your home, here’s where to start.

If you have room to play around with and your
budget allows, you might be best going bespoke to
create a piece that perfectly slots into the space. ‘Itis really worth
investing in a show-stopping bespoke home bar to ensure you
make the most of this investment piece of furniture,” says Felix
Milns of residential joinery specialist Hux London. ‘Not only can
vou add custom functional elements such as cupboards, shelving
and lighting, you can also choose a palette of colours and
materials.’ If you're not put off by having to get a plumberin, a wet
bar with sink and fridge will bring wow factor to your home. Take
inspiration from kitchen fittings. ‘A designated bar with a work
area, shelving and storage can be designed using kitchen
cabinetry and components so it is possible to incorporate
plumbing for a sink and electrics for a fridge and lighting,” says
Simon Temprell, interior design manager at Neptune.

An expanse of wall is the most obvious place to
position your home bar - but, as Felix says, ‘if you don't
have the luxury, a custom piece can be crafted to fitinto a corner
of a room instead.’ Alternatively, a spare living room alcove could
be perfect for your commissioned piece, slotting satisfyingly into
the space and bringing it to life. Add a mirrored splashback to
help bounce light around and add timeless glamour.

If going down the replumbing route isn’t a viable
option, choose a standalone piece. “There are some
great vintage home bars for sale that are total show-stoppers,
says Gemma McCloskey, founder and creative director of Cupla.
“The Willy Rizzo mobile light-up bar, available on Anemone
Interiors, makes a glamorous statement.” Alternatively, you can
buy off the shelf. We're obsessed with Soho Home’s art deco-

style Benedict bar cabinet. ‘It doesn’t matter how much space
you have, you can create a bar anywhere,” insists Simon. Drinks
trolleys are a great buy, too: see House of Hackney for

Anthropologie’s scalloped bar cart trolley or the Duo by Ceccotti
Collezioni drinks trolley for inspiration. You'll be surprised by
what pieces of furniture you might already have that can double
up as a home bar - a console table sat flush against the wall and
accessorised with a cocktail shaker might be all you need.
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Lighting the space is key. Tow!ci decorative lighting can
provide a warm glow while also actir,® s a decorative object;
says Gemma. Create an atmosphere v 4 table lamp, or bring
that coveted cocktail bar illumination i) fiie space with tealights
or candles. “The hand-blown Murano <lass portable tealights
from our new Caramella Collection provide the perfectglow and
pop of colour;” says Gemma. For a more ¢ermanent fixture, wall
lights and sconces are best, and don’t forget a dimmer. ‘Low-
dimmed LEDs can really set the mood of your bar cart space,
says Gianpiero Gaglione of Gianpiero Gaglione Interior Design.

Don’t miss out on the opportunity to create an
elegant vignette that speaks to your style. ‘I love a
story behind the bar, says Gianpiero. ‘Collected items from your
travels, adventures or old friends are most welcome. Let
ingredients like fresh lemons, limes, cinnamon sticks and
pomegranates be your decor. Intricately carved liquor bottles
can also be used as decor in itself, even when empty, and a tray is
a great buy, working as an accessory catch-all. Finally, émphasise

the zone by giving your bar cart a background on the wall. From
mirrors to wallpaper, this is a space to have fun.
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