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GOING FOR
BOLD IN A
LONDON S5tM

A precious collection of furniture and
accessories informed the transformation
of a characterless home that was
In need of a little livening up...

WORDS DOMINIQUE CORLETT
PHOTOGRAPHY GUIFRE DE PERAY AND ANNA STATHAKI

LIMING ROOM

A quieter, more adult retreat
than the m

e
-

I ' Dy Ara's uncle, Sofa, Roche I
| : . ois. Rug. Jennifer Manners.
‘ y . portrait in gold frame, |
adsworth =
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HOME
PROFILE

WHO LIVES HERE
Widad Tachdjian and her
husband Ara, who both work
: j_n mg_sgrvlcas, and
their two young ohildren -
THE PROPERTY
A four-bedroom Edwardian
semi-detached house in
Belsize Park, Lofdpr
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SLIVING ROOM., ¥
A'bespoke shelving unitin.
ebony veneer, which rBTEC

'y

the Crittall-style panels In the.
backwall, il;owcasas the

couplals books and decorativé. %

pieces. Geiling light, Cirea =

Lighting. fa\g Roche Bobois:
Cushions, The Conran Shop ,A_.:_' '_ .

.

3
o

Bobois.

18 Gy

hen Widad and Ara Tachdjian relocated from France with their two
young children for Ara's job, they brought with Th[{ln asmall l:-u_t
much-loved collection of furniture and artwork. The dozen paintings,
rwo sofas, dining table and chairs and other small picces would barely
fill one room of the substantial new four-bedroom house in north :
London theyd set their hearts on. Bur they held the key to the couple’s
vision for the warm, vibrant inteniors they intended to creare.

“We wanted our home to be filled with energy and colour,
’ . a mix of different styles that would reflect the pieces we've lllc.ctn! over the
jEampens 2o [' J from our African heritage; explains Widad. Before this could happen,
o7 Dl ﬂnfc'w other jobs to do, including remodelling the layout, which, despite
pewerey d‘-t.r . wr:rvi' X and great bones, required a redesign to improve the flow and maximise
.the hm|sc;|l'll§fl\15¢;]g:§;g been stripped out previously, the period fireplaces, ceiling mouldings
:::E:E::ng bomh ol ml.:c rt'insﬂlt_fd- [size Park, the house is unusual in its construction.

leafy residential street in Belsize Park, the house is un | .

oot 0.1 ed_ but also connected at the back to another property facing the opposite =

ltis scﬂli'dfmch
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KITCHEN AREA

Above Widad and Ara wanted
a 'beautiful, bold kitchen' and
love the denim blue of the units
and the geometric floor tiles
The vintage yellow bar stools,
which the couple brought with

them from their previous home,

provide the perfect contrast to

the blue. Custom-built kitchen,

Hux London. Worktops,
Porcelanosa. Tiles, Terrazzo
Tiles. Lights, Gallotti & Radice
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A CLEVER INNOVATION OF THE REDESIGN
: WAS SETTING THE fOBPN THE ISLAND, WHICH
! WIDAD LOV

S FOR ENTERTAINING
|

way, creating a block of four houses. As a result, the couple’s only garden is in front of the
house and there are no windows at the back, so while the property is flooded with light
from the two bay windows at the front, the back of the house is quite dark. The kitchen,
]ocatcd behind one of the reception rooms, only had light from a small sid;: window, while
the stafn}'uﬂ. behind the other reception room, had no natural light at all ’

Deciding thu.r they were going to need some help, Widad and Ara turr;Cd to Zulufish, a
London-based interior design practice that also provides architectural design and build services.
The first step, says Caroline Milns at Zulufish, was to ‘create a lovely, big family space with
E]]tt!}i]r: l{:‘fhjd'alr on one half of the ground floor, to include a kitchen. dining space and lounge area,
Kichenan ot recerion ot b s emoving the ol e A
the window ar the side remaij -dt,’ t rnmt ac front window could fill the whole space, while

“We created one big mained and was joined by a glazed door with access to the garden.
blue for the kJ1trhL'n?I\j:I::E]]:T\]t.';ltiul:L:E :;:m;jlltiiﬁ(iilm'“m c_'kp]ains. Widad and QS dc;‘i{n he
e o el ly Al _-\.1 s sister joinery company Hux Lopdon, while th

cate 1) the usc (]ﬂ}hlc gfli['lhlt' ﬂ()()r [I[CS. 'Thc C]IEI’!IS Wﬂntcd

2 beautiful. bold kitchen, so that set the creative direction, says Caroline. “They're not afraid
of colour and pattern, whichyou can feel from the liveliness of the interiors. | \
The non-kitchen areas meanwhile, have the same honey coloured herringbone oak floor that

was laid through most of the house (chosen, says Caroline, for m Jlm;r. tm_1..,~lc]s.; !ntcj]!\) i .?;nl‘lt\l:lan
gives the dining and lounging areas a warmer atmosphere l':l'lh:ln{.(. ' \:] lt- rui{; :—jl:d :Lmtl ;310:_. r ¥
The couplelove modern lighting aml}mw chosen gloi-:c ar;mps. -4 fﬂtrld £ it _
"They were keen to respect the house's bones, but didn’t want it to fee .

Caroline. ‘Tt was great to be able toadd modern picces t!(; luvrapt;;;:l:ii;‘ ttl:i(:,m::ﬂ :jt; :1[? o
Among the many clever innovations that Widad pic Lo k:‘ ; rodu‘CIm e
setting the hob on the island, which she loves for entertaining, 10| % e Thi
' g .Jrooms - there isone change that for her has had the biggest impact. This
”? the CIHILE:.T bLg z;ovc the corner section - including half of the back wzlh - ott lth;1 second
was thl:: bold ideat e L-shaped Crirtall-style glass p;'mcl'an ouble doors.
! rogny ant; :ﬁf previously dark hallway and stairs are ﬁl}cd \\:I[h lI]ng‘lt. ;Ebiné 'f]:".ECh-)
llilr::.a:;:)f)i[:ntcsz while still keeping the room separate and VA R e

INSPIRING HOMES

OPEN-PLAN
SPACE

Top This large area has been
separated Into zones. While
the kitchen is delineated by
geometric blue and white floor
liles, the dining and lounging
spaces feature oak herringbone
flooring, which feels warmer
and more relaxing. Above

A handy boot room area has
been included by the back
door. Cabinetry, Hux London
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Crirtall-style panels are referenced in elements in the kitchen, including the shelving, and in the
second reception’s enormous L -shaped bookcase, custom-made by Hux London in ¢
This room is also home to the two velvet Roche Bobois sofas t}
from France, one in midnight blue and the other in 3
sofa hang two favourite artworks - colourful depictions of fantastical landscapes painted
by Ara’s uncle. If the art and sofas look like they were made for this room, that’s no accident.
It was important to incorporate these pieces, so we were very much designing with them in
mind, making sure they d fit within the layout, and thar the colour schemes, in terms of the Aoorin
walls. joinery and extra furnishings, would all work with them, explains Caroline, Actually, the -
palette for the whole house was influenced by the artworks - we created a blank canyas anc]
used colours from the paintings for cushions and accessories The fact that Widad and Ara had
these items to build a scheme around really breathe

. dlifeinto this house’ As for Widad, she
has achicved her dream of an eclecric,

| Vibrant home, with pieces the family loves at its heare
For more information about Zulufish, visit 2ulufish.co.uk

bony vencer.
at the couple brought with them
graphic print. On the wall behind the blue
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HALLWAY

Top left The picture is oné

of many picked up on the
couple's travels. Stair runner,
Roger Oates. Ceiling light,
Monologue. Lamp, David Hunt

BATHROOM

Above Floor-to-celling
porcelain tiles mimic marble,
while the gold brassware and
trims pick up their gold veining:
Sanitaryware and brassware
CP Hart, Vanity unit, Scavolini

ANTED A CALM AND.
MBIENCE IN THE MAN
EDROOM SUITE
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Top left Widad and Ara have
no fear of colour and pattern
and Widad's study on the top
floor is a bright, fun space with
gold wallpaper and a mustard
sofa. Wallpaper, Pierre Frey.
Table lamp, David Hunt

GUEST
BEDROOM

Top right In this sweet room, a
hot pink chair and desk provide

a colour contrast to the silver

wallpaper and grey paintwork.
Wallpaper, Romo

CHILDREN'S
ROOMS

Above A starry wallpaper from
Hibou Home and a tactile rug
decorate their daughter's room
(Ieft), while in their son's room
(nght), pops of colour add lively
touches. Lamp, David Hunt.
Bedlinen, Zara Home (HB|
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INSPIRING HOMES
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WORTH E
THE SPLURGE! i 18
Shelved provides LE
furniture, crafted in the
UK, so you can tailor
the perfect storage
solution for your space
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Get theloo

Channel Widad's bold home style with vibrant colours and clean lines
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i and shelves, £702.35,
er. £22.95, Hus & Hem 4 Whenby modular cabinet with mpboard eves. £
Sivedeg (e oI Sk from £239, Ruggable 6 Metal Triangle table lamp, £129, HK Living &
SO Tm:wia r:illgs £66.15/sq m, Porcelain Superstore 8 Pimiico two-seater sofa, £849, Sofology
o p;nsybu coﬁaa table, £450, La Redoute 10 Large multi-wick candle, £9, Habitat




