property

m

- DECX

100 YEARS O
DESIGN INSPIRATION

FEBRUARY 2025 £5.500




INTERIORS

1HE
NOTE

WHETHER IT'S A SETTING FOR A GRAND
PIANO OR A SOUNDPROOF DEN FOR A

DRUMMER, CREATING A PITCH-PERFECT
MUSIC ROOM IS AN ART, DISCOVERS
TALLULAH RUSHAYA

hink of a music room and vou’ll
conjure up inages of a harpsichord
in a staely abode. While it wasn't
commonplace to have a designaced
music room, according to house historian

and author Melanie Backe-1Tansen (fouse-

musical instruments found cheir way into
homes by the 18th century, the music space
evolved, “The terraced houses of affluent
London, such as Mayfair, Bloomshury, and
Marvlchone, mighe include a piano or harp
in the drawing room or possibly the parlour,”
says Melanie. The novels of Jane Austen
further illuminaced chis image of ladics
exhibiring their ralents for visitors,

Flash forward vo the 205t century, and
designers are configuring layouts around
the piano or a separate hobby room for
musicians, rock aristocracy and music
enthusiases, Audrey Carden and Eleanora
Cuonierri, founders of Carden Cunierii

(warden-caunierts.com), have designed homes

historiancoakl, chey were a feature in roval

palaces and homes of the aristocracy, As
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for houschold names in rock 'n” roll, bands,

singgers and Dis. Projects have included

AUDIOPHILE STYLE This page, left to
right: This music-score wallpaper, including bars
by Schonberg adorns the walls of a Wimbledon

home designed by Eleanor Taylor-Roberts; Zulufish

collaborated with HUX Lendon to turn this space
into a homage to the owners’ musical taste, as

well as effective vinyl and book storage Opposite:

The grand planc takes centre stage in The Conrad,
2 Millbank, which is on sale through UK Sotheby's
Internaticnal Realty.

creating space for decks, solutions for vast
vinyl collections ane in-house studios thar
integrare soundproofing. The latwer, Uleanora
remarks, arc paramount for drommers, “We
can use felt or wool to pad out the *boom
room’ but the artist would normally hire a
professional studio installation company o
miake sure it's perfect, especially if it's being

wsed for recording,” she adds,

The grand piang is often the centrepicee for

design ideas and practical effecrs. Heavy-dury
shelving is used tor vinvl or book storage, and
modular furniture company Vitsoe (vitsoe. com
gh can display gold discs, album covers and
awards. On a recent Carden Cuinetrti music-
room project, the design unfolded around
the grand pianae, “wicth only an arowork

abowe o custom-made fireplace, a colourful
phorographic work and a Luke Irwin rug o
compere for attention,” says Lleanora.

For Home at 45, a private members’
apartment at Mayfair Park Residences on
Park Lane, the grand piano ok centre
stage. A collaboration between Hospitality
Projects” bespoke turniture Uhospitaliry-
profects.cont and Jouin Manku's interior
design Gowinmanbicom e, the piano

complements the custom dining rable and

chandelier, sctting an clegant tone for gueses,

As with design, music is an expression of
individual sevle. The gravicas of a rug within
a music room, regardless of shape, design
and size can create an impact, Charlotie
Ford, Purope senior markering director ar
Ruggable tragmable couk recommends
choosing a rug not only to reduce ccho
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TIGHT SPOTS
Previous page:
Designed by Taylor
Howes for an
apartment in

The Bryanston
development, this
hideaway bar grabs
attention with its
orange inset wall
Above, left to right:
The specialist joinery
skills of HUX London
ware called upon by
Studio QD and Zulufish
ta help create this
bedroom's hidden
mirrared door, with
built-in drawers and
uplit shelving, this
Herringbone House
wine store is an
ingenious use of space

nterior designer Harrier Nicholls
recently fimished renovating her own
howse in Hammersmith - and her pride

and jow is the utility space on the wop
foor landing.

There’s a drving rack above a racdiator, a rail
for shirts, and a bank of cupboards thar fir the
washing maching, tumble dryver, all houschold
cleaning products, the iron, vacuum cleaner
and travel cot. The arca, which also includes
a mini fridge and kertle, is multi-funcrional,
intended for storage, middle-ofthe-night baby
botrle-making. or brewing morning reas for
guests, And for laundry, of course.

“S0 much valuable square footage in
London propertics goes inoo seairs ancd
landings and, where there’s an opportunity o,
I tend to promote the landing so char it
almost becomes a room in itself,” says
Nicholls (harrictnichodls.com).

Most London homes weren't buile to
accommodare the needs of modern life
But architects and interior designers are
constantly coming up with ingenious
solutions oo store everything from washing w
Wellington hoots to wing.,

George Omalianakis, dirccror of GOA
Studior residential archivects (goastudio.co.k),
siys the answer to keeping clutter at bay is
“creativity, lors of bespobe joinery and an e
for deail”,

Omalianakis advises using natural recesses
in period buildings, such as alcoves and
between chimmey breasts, “Then visualise a

straight line across the room that cuts off that
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“hidden” arca and sce if the rest of the room

is still functional and feels generous,” he savs,
“It becomes a bit of a Tecris game and vou can
have lots of fun trving o find whar fits where.”

Iwona Budnik, senior interior designer at
OWN LONDON ownlondomn.co.uk), creares
libraries or reading nooks in alcoves and
undler stairs, “Partner with a joiner to¢nsure
every millimerre is pur o good use and also
so they can disguise doors architecrurallv with
a matching ceiling cornice and a continui
skirting o trick the eve,” she advises.

v hidden door creaces intrigue, reminiscent
of the wardrobe in Narnia, and it can also be
a pracrical way of creating symmctry within
a room where o many doors could make a
space feel more like a thoroughfare, explains
Felix Milns, managing direcror of HUX

London dwc-fondon. co.ak).

“A bathroom becomes a wonderfully

secluded, spalike room and a playreom
immensely more fun when aceessed through a
sceret door,” Milns savs, Mirrors, mcanwhile,
can make spaces feel larger and hide hidden
doors; Dominic Schuster (womidnicschuster,
com) recently created a bespoke mirror for

a client who wanwed o conceal their

welevision discrectly,

TUCKED AWAY
Opposite, clockwise
from top left: As part
of a Colette van den
Thillart interiors
project, mirror expert
Crominde Schuster
created this bespoke
folding design to
conceal the client’s
television; Studio QiD,
Zulufish and HUX
Lendon collaborated to
fashion this trick
bookcase-embedded
bar; dedicated to a
family's collection of
rare whiskies and
cigars, this custom bar
designed by Elicyon
was crafted to evoke a
sense of excitement
and discovery, from the
rich marble backdrop
to its rattan-panelled
cabinet doors;
constructed by
Charlvan Brawn to
blend seamlessly with
the primary bedroom's
classic panelling, this
hidden deor opens to
reveal a secret spa-like
en suite bathroem
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